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furnishes a free and graceful narrative of what is properly embraced 
under the title. In following out this plan, Dr. Schaff often states and 
defends his own opinions on disputed topics of dogmatic and ritual 
history, but always with a fair presentation of opposing opinions and 
arguments, and in a kind and tolerant spirit. He devotes a larger 
proportional space than is often given to the literature of the period, 
and to the successive stages and agencies in the internal development 
of doctrine and church life. The work is equally well adapted to the 
needs of the student and the edification of the general reader. 



20. — 1. Sermons to the Churches. By Francis Wayland. New 
York : Sheldon, Blakeman, & Co. 1858. 12mo. pp. 281. 

2. Discourses on Common Topics of Christian Faith and Practice. 
By James W. Alexander, D. D. New York : Charles Scribner. 
1858. 8vo. pp. 463. 

3. Practical Sermons. By Nathaniel W. Taylor, D. D., late 
Dwight Professor of Didactic Theology in Yale College. New 
York: Clark, Austin, and Smith. 1858. 12mo. pp.455. 

In no department can we mark a more decided progress, and a 
higher standard of excellence, than in our pulpit literature. It has parted 
with its formalism and dogmatism, and is now instinct with earnest life. 
Each sect adheres to its creed, with no less tenacity than in earlier 
times ; but the approved Christian teacher no longer seeks primarily 
to indoctrinate his flock, and to beat back the encroachments of heresy. 
On the other hand, dogmas are vivified into spiritual forces, and the 
aim is to incarnate them in the emotional and active life of the hearers, 
and to render them potent in the rebuke of actual sin, the development 
of Christian consciousness, and the direction of religious purpose and 
endeavor. In these aspects, the three volumes before us merit em- 
phatic commendation. 

Dr Wayland's volume consists of eight elaborate discourses delivered 
on public occasions. They have less rhetorical beauty than some of 
his former sermons; but for directness, energy, fervor of appeal and 
invective, and pungency of ethical demonstration, they are unsurpassed, 
and almost unequalled. They breathe equally the spirit of the eremite 
forerunner of the Saviour, and of the loving Apostle that rested on his 
bosom. They are addressed in great part to professing Christians, ex- 
hibiting with unsparing fidelity their deficiencies, as tried by the evangelic 
standard, and urging them to realize, in soul and life, all the contents 
of the Christian name. Could sermons of like tenor and aim be deliv- 
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ered in every pulpit in our land, they could hardly fail to be the precur- 
sors of that reformation in the churches which alone can act effectually 
and permanently on the masses of unbelief, indifference, and profligacy. 

Dr. Alexander's sermons were delivered in New York, and are just 
such sermons as are needed in the great metropolis. They treat of 
fashionable vices, current literature, amusements, phases of unbelief, 
the temptations of a business life, and the wide range of subjects sug- 
gested by the needs of the place and the tendencies of the age. They 
draw their illustrations from the very topics most familiar to the minds 
of the hearers. They are evangelical in tone, simple and chaste in 
style, uncompromisingly severe in the denunciation of falsity and wrong, 
and, at the same time, not deficient in tenderness and unction. 

Professor Taylor's sermons differ widely in character from the last- 
named series. Not less practical, they are more exclusively spiritual. 
Though preached while he was a city pastor, they are addressed to his 
hearers, not as liable to peculiar temptations or called to peculiar duties, 
but as immortal souls, and either saints or sinners. The inner life, the 
consolations and joys of piety, the goodness of God, the foreshining 
glories of heaven, are presented with an intensity and vividness indicat- 
ing the rich and profound depths of the author's own happy experience ; 
while, with equal fervor, yet in a spirit always gentle and loving, the 
terrors of the violated law are portrayed, and the overtures of the 
Divine mercy held forth to the impenitent. The mould in which the 
sermons are cast retains something of the old-school formalism ; while, 
in style and manner, they belong, no less than the volumes with which 
we have classed them, to the living pulpit of a living age. 



21. — The Olive and the Pine. Boston: Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 
1859. 16mo. pp. 156. 

Of this volume, which will see the light with the new year, we have 
received but a few leaves, most of them olive-leaves gathered during a 
year's residence in sunny Spain, bright and green as if fresh plucked. 
It is the initial volume of a new poet, or poetess we will say for once, 
for the sake of explicitness, though we ordinarily abjure the word. 
The First Part is a rhythmical record of travel and experience in the 
land of the olive, vividly graphic, rich in poetical thought and imagery, 
free in versification, the separate pieces in a very considerable variety 
of well-chosen measures. The Second Part consists of poems founded 
on New England scenes and incidents, and is characterized by equal 
merit of sentiment and expression. The poems as a whole indicate a 



